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outside Parliament. Nor must we omit from a list of
those who then championed political reforms the
name of the gallant Lord Cochrane, afterwards the
Earl of Dunclonalcl, the last of England's great sea-
kings, before the days of steam and iron armour and
heavy metalled guns. No man ever served his
country more faithfully than Cochrane, and his
reward was a charge of fraudulent conspiracy, an
unsatisfactory trial, and a cruel degradation. Pie
had given as much trouble to the French during the
great war as any naval commander short of Nelson
himself. He sat in the House of Commons as mem-
ber for Westminster in companionship with Sir
Francis Burdett, and a more staunch and resolute
popular reformer never lived. It is well to know
that the injustice of Cochrane's conviction was recog-
nised in the reign of William IV., by whom he
was restored to his rank in the navy. It remained
for the present Sovereign to give him back all the
honours and dignities which he had earned so well,
and of which he had been so undeservedly de-
prived, partly, as the popular belief went, through
the hatred of the Regent and his Court. Among
the conspicuous reformers .of those early days
may be mentioned one who at the time acquired a
sort of fame as " Orator Hunt." Hunt was a dema-
gogue in the genuine sense of the word, and had the
advantage, almost indispensable to a demagogue, of
a thrilling and tremendous voice. Hunt organised
and presided over all manner of meetings, out of
doors and indoors, to champion the popular doctrines
of democracy. He was elected to the House of